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The Washington and Alexandria Turn¬
pike..The ooDditiou of this road is agaiu at¬

tracting general attention, aod we hope that
the public aod private efforts now in progress
tri rrpair the wrong, will result iu substantial
good.

'1 he history of the occupancy of this turnpike
is substantially as lollows : Before the war a

siujile railroad track skirted the road, ujon
which local trains were run. This arrangement
was a decided benefit to our city and county,
as it was a great oonvenieuce to the public, and
encroached but little on the turnpike. During
the war the road became a great highway tor
the marohing of troops, aud rhe conveying ot
stores of the United States Government. Sev¬
eral years after the close of the war the Penn¬
sylvania Central Railroad Company obtained
control of both the pike aod railway, and chey
immediately laid a double track, cutting direcr-
Jy through the centre of the pike, and utterly
ruining it for traveling purposes. They even

ploughed up the road bed of the turnpike, aod
used the gravel to ballast their track. By thus
destroying the great and only highway between
this city and the ^National Capital they not

only did great injustice to the people and land
owners of Alexandria county, but they struck
a severe blow at the prosperity of Alexandria.
All the county trade, amounting in the aggre
gate to many thousands of dollars, was deflect¬
ed to Washington, aod the county is pracacal-
ly divided from us by an impassable gulf.

To those who remember the Bplenuid turn¬

pike to Washington.one hundred feet wide,
finely paved and graded.and see now the frag¬
ment left.in some places but sixteen feet wide,
by actual measurement, and filled with frightful
holes aod yawning chasms.the contrast is

disheartening, and, if thev have the prosperity
of our city at heart, they think aud feel (hat a

great outrage has been committed, and that

there has beeu no reparation whatever.
We know it to be a fact that all travel abso¬

lutely ceases on the Washington and Alexan¬
dria turnpike during the winter aud spring,
when the road is aimost impassable, aod all
teams going to and fro have to be transferred
by the ferry boats. That such a state of things
is lameutable in the ex rome uone can doubt,
and it will stagger credulity itself when wo

say ihat for the occupancy and destruction of
our once great and commodious turnpike, the
Pennsylvania Central has never even paid
Alexandria, the county, any community, or any

private individual so much as one dollar
for the property they have depreciated, the
obligations they have violated, the public in¬
terests they have destioyed, or the ruin they
have wrought; in fact, as a member of the
City Council has said, "they won't even burn
the city's gas at their Fayette street depot."
The effects of Secretary Bristol's action iD

the whiskey cases are becoming more and more

apparent. The Washingtoa correspondent of
the Now York Herald says: More remon¬

strances have been received to-day by Congress¬
men from New Hampshire against interference
with Secretary Bristuw ; also some 31 line Con¬
gressmen have received requests from leading
Republican politicians in that State against
the removal ot Mr. Bristow or Solicitor Wilson
until after the Maine town electioos have been
held. These occur late in March and in April.
It begins to look as though there would be no

ooovenient time tor getting rid of Mr. Bi istow
until about the time the Cincinnati Convention
meets, for after New Hampshire will come the
Maine town elections, and then presently will
follow Connecticut. It is really a great incon¬
venience to the Whiskey Ring.

As stated in yesterday's Gazette, Bishop
Bowman, who presides over the Conference of
the M. E Churoh, now ia session in this city,
said that ho never spoke publicly upoo politi¬
cal questions, and that while he held it to be
his right to have and vUe his owu opinions, he
never dabbled in politics. Now if Bishop Ha¬
ven and Bishop Simpson and Rev. Dr. J. P.
Newman oould talk the same way, how muoh
better it would be for the church to which they
belong, and for everybody else.except Gen.
Grant 1

It is astonishing to what an extent (be spirit
of investigatioo is prevailing. It is now the
intention of the Democrats to call for all the
papers in the War Department and the Attor¬
ney General's cffice relating to the military
court of inquiry demanded by General Babcook
and formed at Chicago. The resolution, to be
adopted by the House of Representatives, will
oall for copies of the instructions, correspon¬
dence, telegrams and other official papers relat¬
ing to the court and its proceedings in both de
partments.
The numbers of Littell's Living Age for

February 19th and 26th have beeo received
from the publishers, Littell & Gay, Boston.
They oontain interesting and instructive mat¬

ter, prepared by some of the best liviug authors.

The Sicol Case.
James V. Nasb, ol Prince William, witness

for the prosecution in the case of Judge Nicol,
was brought before the H ;use Committee for
Courts of Justice yesterday by the Sergeant
at-Arms under a capias ie>ued by order of the
House. General Hill left here day before yes¬
terday on the afternooo train for Quactico,
where he hired two horses, rode twelve uiiies
into Prinoe William couuty for Mr. Nash, with
whom he returned tu Richmond at 5 a. m. yes¬
terday. He learned that Mr. C. W. C. Dunning-
ton, the other recusaDt witnej-s, was in Wash¬
ington city..Richmond Whig.
The Dispatch says Judge Nico! will be ac¬

quitted.

LETTER FROM RICHMOND.

[CorresDondence of the Alexandria G'az'tli\[
Richmond, F- b. ^4..The Legislature per¬

formed a go6a d-iy's work to-day, the best of
the session. It passed the University bill. It
Wi-ut through like a flish, and I honestly be-

lit-ve that its victory is <Ju'> mniiiiy to the ef¬
forts of the press throughout the rf?ate With
but a few receptions all the papers in the
State were in favor uf it,and w;i:rnly acvocated
its claims, for many a knighl of the qui'l c* n

say of iter, "A in; Mater." Many of* tut m have

received in that noble insti'ution lesson? frooi
her professors (many of whom are examples of
tho beauties of the intellectual lif.) which
have been fresh with them siuoe. Ami when
she called for aid aod there seemed a disposi¬
tion on the part of the State not to < xten-i her
hand, the boys of the pencil, paste and >cissor
brigade rose up and catm? to the rescue with
such a violence that the House members kuvc

away in dismay. Now let Harvard ao 1 Y ile,
aod even Oxford and Heidelberg, look tu their
laurels.
No little excitement was created in the House

to-day by the report of Mr. Massie, chairman
of the Stevens investigating commiitee, iu
which he asked that a resolution be adopted
reminding Judge Stevens to jail unless be
would answer the question propounded by the
committee last night. The report which the
cmimittee submitted was as follows: Thu .-aid
George S. Stevens was yesterday put upon the
stand as a witness by the committee, aud was

asked among other questioos "tostate whether
or not he had siuce the commencement of the
present General Assembly of Virginia gambled
with any member of said General Assembly
other than Capt. Fowle?" To which the w;t

ne&s answered, "I have played at cards in
games in which members of thu present Gene
ral Assembly were playing, betting at the
games." This answer was followed by the fol
lowing question : "Please give tbe nomoa of
the members with whom you have thus play¬
ed f" To which was answered: "I decline to

answer that question." The Witness assigned
no reason for his refusal to answer tbe question.
Your committee decided the question compe¬
tent and pertinent, and do not conceive that
the scope of this investigation, as directed by
your body, can be compassed wiihuucanuu-
swer thereto. The witness peremptorily re¬
fuses to answer; the powers of the comm etc:
are exhausted, and its chairman has been in¬
structed to report the facts to the House that
it may do in the premises what may seem to i.'
ui.'et and proper. Mr. Ronald presented the
lollowing report oo his pari: "Tbe undersign
ed, a member of the con inittee appointed to
investigate the charges against Geo. Stevens,
Judge uf the County Court of Nelson, does not
concur with the committee iu the prelimiuary
report submitted in that case because the ques¬
tion propounded to said Stevens yesterday and
referred to by the comm ttee in their report,
was not relevant and geiiruin to the investiga¬
tion, and was inquisitorial in so far as it sought
to iovolve memuers of the General Assembly
by inquiring into their social habits."

Mr. Massie then offered the following reso¬
lution :
"Whereas George S. Stevens, a witness

before .the special committee appointed
by the House to investigate cettain statements
of the conduct of said Stevens inconsistent
with his high judicial position, has relu-ed to
answer the question asked by that committee,
aud has assigned no reason sufficient or other¬
wise for such refusal; therefore,

Resolved, That the Sergeant nt-Armsof this
House take the body of said Geo. S. Stevoos
and will safely keep bim in tHe common j «il of
Richmond until be, the s'aiu Stevens, shall
prize himself of his contempt, or until tne
further order of the House."
This resolution occasioned much discussion,

Messrs. Gordon, Sheffey, Coghill and others
speaking against it. and Messrs. Massie and
Starke for it. Finally tbe resolution was de¬
feated by a vote of 95 to 17

This w-is more than the members could
stand. Why, to have their li'tie games made
public was simply preposteious. I k-juw my¬
self of members of the House who are in the
habit of indulging in a littie gaming, whose
names wouid astound people. The very first
and ablest men in the House have indulged in

it. One member in bis indignation offered a

resolution that the committee be dtsoharged
from further service, lho commitee met this
morning and decided to cLso the evidence.
Tbey will report in a day or two. The report
will be against Stevens, although Ronald m;«y
submit a minority report in favor of him. It
is, however, by oo means certain how tfie
House wiil aot iu the m;t;er.
The Southern Association case will be tried

at the next term of the Hustings Court.
The Senate to day refused to ooccur with

the House in extending the session thirty days.
A motion was passed to reconsider, and I pre
.-ume the body will concur in the resolution to¬

morrow. STRONGBOW.

NEWS OF THE DAY.

Alos Bues, a negro, aDd one of the murder¬
ers of Mrs. Cochran and her daughter, was ar¬

rested at Savanoah, Monday, and tiken to

Eden, Ga., the sceoe of his crimes. Orj Wed¬
nesday night, while under guard in a ware¬

house, he was shot and instantly killed by an

unknown netrro, who escaped. It is supposed
that he was killed by one of his own gang fo

prevent his making a confession. There is a

prospcot of the entire gang of desperadoes be¬
ing captured.
Before the Court of Claims yesterday, in the

case of Raines vs. the United States, Mrs.
Belva A. Luckwood, attorney-at-lasv, appeared
and desired to argue the points invjlved io be¬
half of her olient, but she wis not allowed to
do so, even alter a statemeut to ihj c urt by
Mr. Raines that he had transferred his inter¬
est in said claim to Mrs. Loekwood.
The barn of Mr. Robert Sellmao, near Fred

erick, Aid., was totally destroyed by fir.-, to¬

gether with sixty barrels of corn, teo tuns of
hay, five horses aDd two cows, and a fuil stock
of agricultural and farming ut:nsils stored
therein, last Wednesday night. The fire is
supposed to have been the work of ao incen¬
diary.

Clara Morris, the eminent actress, is now in
New York io a very critical condition, suffer-
ing from dipiheria and spinal disease. All h;r
engagements have been caoceled.

The fhaw io Germany has caused a rise in
all the rivers, and much damage has oecurr. il
in Saxooy and Silesia. The Elbe has burst th .

dykes near Magdeburg, and portious of th-
country are submerged. The Danube has over

fljwed its bat;ks and caused loss ot life ami

great destruction of property in Hangary.
The insurrection in San Djmiugo, under

Luperon, against the authority of President
Gonzales, continues. Several bloody encoun¬

ters have taken place between the factions,
In Spain another battle is expected between

the remains of the Carlist forces and the Royal
troops now lemming them in. j

FOREIGN MEWS.

The Fowle-Steveus Case.
The committee met this murmur, pursuant

tu adjournment. Present: Messrs, Massey,
chairman ; Starke, Lovel! and 11 >oa!d.

Ju'ig-' GeorgeS. Stevens, being duly sworn,

deposed us follows :

Q.. Are yvu the Judije Geo. S. Stevens who,
it i;U" been ai'eged, was engaged iu gumbling
with Capt. W. H. Fuwle ?' A. I am.

Q PI f-ise st:ite when, where, and under
what ctrcummaoces you tir>t met Capt. Fuwle ?
A. i'h<- tif.-1 time I met Uapf. Fuwie to know
hiui. and ihe occasion on which I was mtro-
(iiNvd (.) hiLu, «;is or» the 1-t diy of January.
1876, «'»r 'he gambling house ou the corner of
Fourteen ii and Franklin street.-. I had seeu

Capt. Fewle there on one or uvo occasions be¬
fore; he w ..s engaged in a sinjtie hacded game

ol cartls with s me other geuileman, and on

the ocea-ton lefcrred to he was engaged in a

game with four other geutkmeu ; If now refer
10 the time 1 was introduced to him. During
the game, iu which I *\as not engaged, Capt.
Fowle made several barters to play a single
handed kr'iuie I w.iat is known as Ire- ze->ut
for one hundred dollars. The g.me continued
for s-.mc time, and unou it- conclusion 1 said
to Capt. Fowle tha: I would piay with him a

hundred dollar fti i zvour, whereup.-u we com¬

menced to p ay. and when the «*me ended 1
was ahead of trie name either one hundred and
ninety or rwo hundred dollars. I did not see

Capt. Fowle utoil on the 'Monday following,
w en I went to s»id house where 1 louud him,
wnon he said he was waiting fur me and want¬

ed to have the game over, which was about 2
or 3 o'clock p. m. lie was then engaged in
pbyitii: a game, bu> quit in order to play with
oj". Wo Commenced, and during the even¬

ing ar.d night I won of him some two thousand
dollars, peruapr, lor winch he give me cheeks,
ao i upon the c nelus on of the game on that oc

osiouhe equcsted me to hold the checks until
on1- o'cl >ek on the following day, that he pre¬
ferred to arrange the checks here As tin y
were upon \l xandria [ fold him I wuuld hold
them for his convenience O.i the nex< day
Captaiu Fuwle came down to said hous' and
redeemed his checks, first proposing to do so

in bonds, bui I declined to take them, stating
that I had played for money, and if he had
beaten me he wuuld have gotten money;
thereupon an arrangement was made for the
sale ol the bonds. A proposition was made to
me to allow Captain F- wl^ 75 cents io the dol¬
lar on so many bunds as mielit be necessary to
sell at 6b cents in the dollar to redeem his
checks, which was done. I don't know who
bought them ; he sit:led with me in money
from the sale of the bonds upon that basis. Af¬
ter this ariarmemcnt had la-en effected, aud
reyiug upon the bona fides of the original
transaction, I presum ., L was induced to play
I >r the boudjv which I did, and woo of Capt.
Fowle five thousand d .dars iu the bonds of the
District of Columbia, bearing interest at the
rate of 3.05 and guaranteed by the United
States Government, said bonds being coupons,
hence payable to bearer. It was on Tuesday,
January 4, IS16. that I first heard or knew
thin Captain F-.wlc ha J such bonds.
Q \\ as any demand m ide upoo y< u for a

return of your winnirtj- ,i Captain Fowle, or

any part thereof, if so, when and by whom was

any such d< m nd made ? A. O j the 6;h of
January, 1>76 Mr. Alxauuer Hunter, of
the ci'y of Ah xandria. cam to my room in the
Richmond House, on the corner of Thirteenth
and Ross streets, and presented a letter of in
troluct-on to rue from the Hon. R. A. Coghill,
member f the prcs.nt House of Delegates
from the couotiesof Amherst and Nelson; alter
presenting it, he told me he desired an inter¬
view in behalf of a friend who w:is much
troubled; that the duty was unpleasant. but
however much so it miirU be, it was imposed
upon him by a friend aud companion ut his
youth and manhood, hence b . w.js constrained
to per Jutm n_; that if the matters involved were

personal to ; jms -lf, he would prefer to have
his right arm taktn ft ruber than make any
Icuj: d upon oic, hu* his friend was a man
of famii).a wife d :w> eh:Idreo; thnt his
iosses wt re sn i^u*. and il compel!' d to su-tain
ihem all. wu'd involv- him in uittrruio and
bankruptcy. X toio h m that his friend, Cart.
Fowle, did not to repnsent himself to me, hu-'
said that he e -nld very well sustain the Ions. I
then said to Mr. Hunter, these being (he facts
o! Caj t i4ow's condition, what amount ought
I restore. Mr. iJu iter sUig-^ted, upon my
informing him that I had $5,UUU of the bouds
ailuied to that Lought to return one halt.
$2 5'»0. 1 t)id him L would lo so, when be
requested me to wait one hour, when he would
return a*aiu, remarking as he left that he
thought that ought to be a sufficient amount
lor me to return, but up jo his return, one hour
thereaiter, he said that I had won abrut $7,200
of Cap?, i wi? aid on the basis of the un-

derstand:ngof the first arrangement,he thuught
I ougi.t ro return one half, which I did, being
six $5ui) b. nds and one cheek for $600.

Q. Did Mr. IJu ;ter assign any other rpason
'b:.n thai which you have aireaoy stated why a

por iooof these winninits should be returned;
if so, what other reasons ? A. He did not un
le.»> the conversation between Mr. Huuter aud
myself inductd in-: to hc'i&ve that unless some
r stitution was made for the relief uf Capt.
Fowl ' he might do bimst.ll some great person¬
al harm or itjury.
Q D d he tay or intimate to you that oon-

sequ nces serious to yourself might result from
your reiu-al to return a part of i»aid winnings ?
A. No, sir; no sueh inrimitions were made,
aud no sued consequences were considered, be
cause if any such cons quences cuuld have been,
or were, considered, all, and not one-half, of
said winnings would have been returned.
Q Do you know whether the bonds won by

you ut Capt. i'owie were his own property, or
held by him in trus as the property of ,«ume
other person or association, and if held by him
as the property ot any other, what other, and
when did j*ou first learn their ownership ? A.
I don't know who was theowcer of theseb <nd~;
legally they were the bonds of Capt. F»wle,
being in his possession. This is all I know
about it.

Q. lias any demand been made upon you
for toe bonds which you did not surrender to
Mr. Hunter, as the friend of Capt. Fowle?
[i so, by whom was that demand made, and
in what character did he make it? A. I don't
know char any demand was made upon me. I
will repeat here a letter received from Senator
C. T. 6mith. on the 13th of January, 1S76,
which is as follows, io words and figures foliow-
ing, to wa :

Senate Chamber, |Kiohuiuixi. Vj,, >

January 13th, 1 >76. j
Dear George:.I Lave jutt beenapprouubed

by Ah. tk'.ki.^Ui, of Aiextndria. a brother-in-
law of Captain Fowle. and been informed that
you still have about $2,500 of fhe money you
won at cards of Cipt. Fowle; Mr. Hunter has
talked w;th me also, and I am told that the
proof is iiaud that Capt. Fowle was not him¬
self during the game, and that., unless satisfac¬
tory arrangements be mad.', you Wiii be put to
trouble a- County Judge. I iearn that un¬

der the circumstances Capt. Fow e and bin
friends are wiilimr f.iryouto keep one thousand
dollars >! the $2.500.-:s a Jul: and final adjuM-
meo' of tins matter. Oi cour-e, I am uoboCy's
parcztn in this matter, af.d do not wish to have
anything t > do with it, and. as your friend,
write tia-. Hoping if may resuit :u yuur best in¬
terest and tu the -atisfaciioD of all ctfcerued.

In ln.ste, y\ urs truly, C. T. SMITH.
P. 6..It is conceded by Mr. Hunter (not

others interested) that the papersy> u hold from
him protect you legally and fully Mr. Beckham
witi band you tins, at d Mr. Hunter wiii ex¬

plain fully as to Fowle, the money, and so on.

C. T. S.
I had beeD informed by Mr. Hunter aod

Captain Fowle thai th«v were not parties to
this demand, ana this is the ouiy threatening

communication that I ever reot-ived or had
from any person touching the Siid bon-.s. The
bonds I returned to Mr. Hunter have never

seen si'ice they were returned to him, to-wit.
the 6ih of January. 1876.

. . ,

0 Were your wiunints of Captaiu Fowle on

Saturday. January 1. 1876, in money or other
value? A. Id money.
0 Do you know how, and from whom n>

received the money lost by him at thai time?
A. I do not. There was some geutlcmau iu

thf» room that cashed the cheek.
0 At what hour ol the day did tbis game

take place? A. li was not in the d»y. bu: at

uigbt. Don't remember ihe hour, out am sure

it «aB uithr.
0. State if you know at what time Capt.

Kow'ie visited Woisham's gamblicg house «>n

Saturday. A. I don t know. It w«s night
wb< u I first saw him on thai occasion.

Q How many different days aid you play
Wito Capt. FoWle, and what days wer-> they I
A. It was on the 1st, iJi and 4th oi January,

I 1876
Q Were you at said house on Sunday ? A.

I way have been, don't remember; whether
I was there on the 2d day oi Jauufir) I '-Jan t

B<1Q Did you play with Capt. Fuwle on Sun-
da. ? A. 1 did uot
Q. At what time did your last playing with

Capi. Kowlc cease, menuoniug the day and
hour? A. On Tuesday night, the 4th of Jan¬
uary, 1876, some time between the Iuurs ot lJ
and 11 o'clock p. ill.

Q Was any person except yourselt an-J

Capt. Fowle pre-ent du: ing your variousgames,
or any ot them? A. No persons except the
servants aud waiters about the house, except
during the fitst sitting several gentlemcu wore

present.
Q. You have stated that (he cheek* won by

V'iu of Capt Fowle were paid from me pro
eeeds of the sale oi bonds sold lor him, who
paid those checks? A. Paid by the gentle¬
man to whom ne delivered Mie hoods to sell.
Q Who was that gentleman ? (I his ques¬

tion objected to by Mr. llonald, aud overiu eU

b> the c.minittee.) A. it it be a condition
preceded to establish the tact that 1 did plaj
cards with Ca|»i. Fowle 1 will name him, other¬
wise 1 shall have to decline to n::in Mm.

(Question oij-cted to by Mr. Kouaid, whose
desue has been t) conduct the examination
upon legai principles and to confine the en¬

quiry wi'hin the scope of the resolution. I be
objection tu the question therefore, is.-that
the name of the gentleman who n« nonated the
sale of the bonds tor Capt. Fowle was an in¬

dependent transaction between Capt. rowie
and his triend, aud had m. cjnoeeliou what¬
ever with the gannuic between Judge Stevens
and Fowle. L. D. Starke, another member ot
the committee, insists upou the competency
and relevancy ot the question, as it refers to a

fcODticiDciD itjcDiioucd by Uie witusss biuisHi*
but uot named, ibis individual m;jy be able,
if discovered, to give important trS!im»uyiu
this case. He was evident y a par(> to s»mo
of thu uausactious between Fowie and Stevtr.s
according iu the teatimoui ot Stevens bimsel..)

Ti.e check was paid to me by Mr. J on

Worstiam'a clerk, on the Planters' National
Back lor $1.UUU, and residue: iu rnouey, and
Mr. Worsnam >s me geutleujan that received
the b 'ud- as 1 was informed; he is the geotie-
nj:m to whom i alluaed to as having so.d
lhl m.

, ,, ,Q Is "treez . out aDd ''poker the same

thi- g? A. It is. *

Q State if you know the ni.me or names :'t
itu proprietor or proprietors oi the hou.-e
known ts Wi r.-h .uj's gamblin«-h'»use, ot-ru-r
ot Fourteenth and tranklin streets.^ A. I
can't s.y that L ku.-w il.em all, but a Mr. Mor¬
gan ami James liaily are said to be i's propri-

Q. Stale if >ou kn-'W whether Go. \V. Mill
is or is cot connected wi.h the propn^i-rsinp
or management ot said hous . A. I do uut
kn«'W ; 1 have only seen Mr. Hid in there once
this winter; whether or not he is inteiested iu
it I cao't say.
Q State whether or no' snd Hili was pres¬

ent during any of the tamint. be'ween yonr-ulf
uno .-aid Fowle? A. I don t think he w :S,
thu only t me 1 saw Mr. Hiil wa> when lie
came in the room just as we had ti i-hea the
game; did uot sic ihem play a .-logic hand,
nor di« I hear a proposition to p^a,-.

Q, State wh- ther or not you b*ve, sine the
commencement ot the present session of i he
Geueral Assembly of Vitg.nia, gambled with
any member of said Gen- ral Assembly other
than Capt. Fowle?

Question olj eted to by Mr. liontla, because
be uoes not construe the resolution uuder
which the committee are acting i;s clo hioii

\ them with unquestioned powers, so far :<s the
action aud habits ot the members of the (x ne

ral Assembly are couc.rned.the resolution
confining the scope of the committee u> the
conduct of Judge Stevens only in the fcowle-
Stt-v-'DS transaction.

Of jectioQ overruled by the committee.
A. I have played at cardsin yawe* in w'dch

members of the present General Ass mbly
were engaged, bet tint; arthegume. Q. Please
give the names of the member*with whom you
have thus played? A. i decline to answer
tba; question.
On motion of Mr. Starke tho committee in

strucied the ChairmaD to ask the House to
issue a rule against the witness for contempt
in having refused to answer the preceding
question.

Mr. It. A. Coghill and Lieutenant Governor
Thomas testified before the com mitt e last

night. The former vouohed f--r the high char
acter of Judge Stevens, With the exception of
the vice of occasional rambling. JudgeTh^m^s
stated that Mr. Hu'ttr to d him Capt. i'owle
had I st, in a game with Judge Steven*, st-v-
ral thousand dollars in b.nd* belonging o th<*
Montpelier Association..Rich. Enquirer.

COM,K!J;SS.

The t dlowing proceedings of Conerese yes¬

terday are additional to those published in the
Gezette of that date :

In the Senate, a bill amending the act pro¬
viding for the admission of Colorado to the
Union went over. The motion to reconsider
the vote adopting the conference report on the
3 65 bond bill of the District of Columbia was

laid on the table. The bill conferring exclu
give jurisdiction over Io-Jian reservations upon
the United Slates Courts and for the punish¬
ment ol crimes committed by and aeaiBs: tho-
Indiana was referred to the Committee of In¬
dian Affairs. The death of Congressman
Starkweather, of Connecticut, was announced
and appropriate action taken tiiereon.

In the H rnse it was ordered rbat Saturday's
session be for debate only. A bill was intro¬
duced for the rquahz itioo and settlement of all
claims for damages sustained by reason of pub¬
lic improvements in the District of Columbia.
A bill was report d for the construction of a

custom hou^e at Memrhi-, Tenu., and limiting
the appropriation to $6'»U.00U; after debut-1
the limit wa- fixed at §4<JU,«iuo. The death of i

Mr. Starkweather, lute uieiub-T of toe liuu^-
from Connecticut, was announced, a number of
eulogies delivt red. and resolutions of respict
and condolence adopted, alter which the House
adj«>urued.

Habcock was acqo:t'ed in St. L uis v\s'er-

day -ail lu three ot the juiymen were in favor
of acquitiit g Beecher. Tne Baltimore Amer¬
ican says he is morally k*ui!-y, and the Wash¬
ington Tribuue says that Avery was convicted
upon weaker testimony than that up »n which
Babcock was acquitted. Th N. Y. Herald
questions whether it is advisable for tiim to re¬

turn to the W hite House. i

Eighth Nes»iou ot the Virginia An*
uual Conference

TIIIllD DAY.
The Conference met this moroing at nine

o'clock, Bishop Bowman io the chair.
Devotional exercises werr conducted by Rev.

Dr. Kyuett, Secretary of 'he Board of'Church
Extension, who read the- 4th chapter of Ac s,
sieving the 901^t hymn.

After prayer the Journal of the previous
sessiou was read and approved.
A eomuiunioaiion from the Secretary of the

Virginia Bible Society was read and referred to

the Committee on Bible Society.
The 7th question, "Who are elected and

ordained Eiders ibis year? '
was takeu up, and

alter calling the o:ime ot J W. Graham, the
further consideration ot the subject was po.-t
poned until come fti'ure time.
0 ! motion of C. King, the lay delegates were

iov.teu to r-ii within the bar of the Conference.
The following ministers aod lay uelcgates

were introduced : Rev. Dis. Fie^ujao, of the
Sunday School Union Tract Society, Kymti,
Secretary of the Board of Church Extension,
Chickering and Mitchell, R^vs. Wheeler, L^r-
gent, Halpenny. iMcNaison,Shepherd and Vali¬
ant, and Messrs. Raub, Smith and Hou^h.
The 2i question, "Who art: admired on

tria:?'' J li. Halpenny, John B. liarragh and
J. (j. Giaci w re called, and pending the ex
;»:.iua i n the question w,*s suspended as Dr.
Kynelt wished to address the Ouuf reuee en

Hie subject of (Jhutch extension He made
some spirited remarks in regard t> Cnurch ix

tensi n, and claimed that the .vork was pr gre.-s-
ingsatisfactorily, and though the tiuaLci^i sirens
of lust yeur had produced rattier a depressing
effcCr, yet toagreat decree it is being ov< rcome,
and collection.- to a certain ex-eut were eu-

couranint'. S >me of tiie chtrches had not re

sponded very liberally.yet hopes were eutertaio-
ed that they would sec the uece-snyand con¬
tribute their share. There are 9,222 pastoral
charges in the Church; of tha< oumoer there
were less than 2UIJU whoseco 1 citon r«aene<;$ lU
and over, and two thirds of the residue report
small collections, under $10, and the reojaiod-
er contributed little or nothing. The funds
nave been increased very mucii by individual
contribution, especially fr lu a friend of tl..e
Board, which present was io :he >orm of
real es ate. Dining the past year there have
been 29U Churches built,by douation and loans,
and abnoutrb the B mrd is rapidly extending
its woik, the d-maud for churches is greater
ih'in th suppiy.
A vote of thank- was tendered the Board of

Church Extension for rh^ir ktudness ;iud iiber-
ality to tins Conference, also to Dr. Kyneit for
his inteie-tiug and instructive addr
A resolution, presented by C. King, that

this Conference will, in the future, do ail in
their p>wer to sustain the Board of Church
Extension, Was adopted.

fbe Sccretaiies were instructed to authorize
Rev. D. H. furroll, Book Agent, at Baitim >re,
to publish 5"0 e 'pit-s of the minutes of this
se.viocol Conference.
The hour for the Conference missionary

aiee;inu basing arrived, Rev. J S. Wickiit.e
preache-l :<u earnest and forcible sermon Ir
the t-xt 26 h chapter, firsi cUu-e ofI8ih verse
if Acts of Apostles. Subjecr : Spiri'ua! light.

After sin^ioif the D.^xol.tgy, and Benedic
ti'iu nv Rev. .Mr. Carroll, rhe Conference ad
j u tied until 9 o'clock n-nurrow morning.

\ NEW*.

H:idrey Page, colored, who lies iD the Heo-
rici coun'y jail awaiting death-sen'enco for
burniug Mr. F. G. Ruffi'/s property iu the
county of Chesteitiold, has confej-s d that ho
was only one of the parties cogged id the hor¬
rid crime, and that he acd t tVrs were eiu-

pl-y.-d arnl pud by Cha'hs Ribmson, who
livi d near Ruffin's re^id-M.c . tu bum thebarns,
sur»i. s. ami owt i:ng h' u es ou the firm, ui d
ti fit h only reeeiv-d ten dollars as nis share.
RtibiCsou, who its tisu colored, ha- since beeu ar¬
retted and the Si.eritf i- r>'i the '.tint fur others
wiiO are implicated..Richmond Dispatch
The Auditor of Puulic Account-, iu disburs¬

ing the fund lately appropriated for disabled
soldier?, feu* to Goochland Courthouse, Tues¬
day, sixry dollars to a colored man named E:>as
B iliDg, who wa.- droad fully wouo led iu his
arm, iu a skirmish near Gneuwood Tuuoe'.
The law muk s a .-pocial provision for co^r^d
meD who wore disabled in the service ol Vir¬
ginia during the war.

Ju.ige Hughes, ia the Usired States District
Court, io R.ohmoud, on Weduesday. issued au

order and decree of loif. turc aod sale ol Myers'
distillery, Petersburg. L is thought the ois

tiliery property wiil not sell lor more than ten
or twelve thousand dollar-, which wUko t > per¬
sons haviug u lieu pri'-r to that of th. IJiited
States.
The L uiioun, Enterprise, says : The farm

belonging to Mr. C. G. Giddings, c->rjiaioiuv;
acrts, adjoining the lauds of Col. Giddm*'-

und abou? four ajilts from P nut of lloek< w is
sold a few days sin^e for six thousand dolla s.
Purehuset, H. C. Gibsou. «,-q
The Conservatives ot Ditiwiddie have nomi¬

nated Mr. J C. Smith tor the House of Dele¬
gates to fi:! the vacancy created bv the expul¬
sion of Ruffio The II publicans have nomi¬
nated Dr. E H. Smith, thn father ot Hun. J.
Ambl-r Smitn.
The brick work of the new hotel at the

Greenbrier Wnite Sulphur springs has been
o in leted. Numerous otner improvements are
iu progress there.
Major Henry Saunders, one of the oldest and

most re.-pccted c:. zjqs of Loudoun coumy,
died last Sunday night, at his reside-jce, R>ck
Spring.

LEGISLATIVE.

In the Virginia State Senate, yesterday, a

bill to amend the section of the Code in rela¬
tion to master? and apprentices w is passed

Ti e bill for the relief of the Virginia Mili¬
tary Institute and protection of the State's in-
teresf therein was reported with amendments.

In the El iusc of Delegates among the bills
placei on the calendar was the bill authoriz¬
ing the Wesley Methodist Chapel to borrow
mon^y.
Adverse report- wore returned to the bill to

protect the fi hiuu interest in N rf.hamp;on,
Acc uuac and other counties.
The action in ;be St vens ca<« is reported in

the Richmond leiter io to-daj's G -z .-tte; also
'he action with regara to the University ol
Virginia.

In the Senate, on Wednesday, Mr. Claiiijh-
ton presented a b'll to amend the charter of
the town "f Fairfax. in the county of Fairfax,
whi.h was subsequently passed under a sus
pension of th- rules.
Mr. Claugh'orj also presented a petition of

ono thousand cit z-ns of Alexandria praying an
amendment io ihc charter of the .-aid city.
The condition upon which fh>' Legislature in-

oreaat d the annu.iy to the University of Vir
g uia, is that that ir st' u;ion receive fr»,'C of tui¬
tion tees io academic departments all Virginia
s'u loots over 18 years of ags who are graduates
of Virginia colleges or satisfy the faculty up >n

examination that they are sufficiently advanced
to eLter the University.

Virginia Laymen's Quadrennial c0lJ
The Lay Electoral Conference rea-ssemb". {

purauaot to adjournmeut at 2:3U p. m '.<:
terday.

Several additional delegates from the sou'.t
west reported themselves.
A committee on credentials wa^ appojQ».j

and a permanent organization effected >,) t[.(.
election of Isaac P Bauiwin, of Maiia^,.
Presideut. aod George P. Moore, of 0
las, ae seoretary.

It was re.-olved that the reserve delegate
be inviteu to seats upou the flu-ir u» th>? (' ,c
tereuce with all the rights of delezates, ^
thai they shall only have the right or' v u
iu the absence of their principal.
Thf President then called A 11. Fiauoi*iUof New River, to the chair, an.i introuu v<j .!

series ol resolution.-, whie& were discus-; ,[ ^
a number of the delegates, and at r ;

amendments were adopt d as fol w.
niousiy;

Resolved. That it is the conviction of tfc.
Lay Electoral Cooference of Virginia that i;:..
bouuds of the \ iiuinia Coof reuce si u ,J ^
changed so ao to embrace all the t> rt itory ? q;.
of the. Potomac ojw attached t > the iiumj.p'
Conference, except perhaps Frcderick-hur^
citv

Resolved, That th«; labors, -acrifie^s. -uff r
ing.i ana une.mplaiuini: <lev »ii<>ti |u m
turs of tt.e Virginia C-.nturei.ee tj then * rt
challenges uur pr ifouud admirali oauisuuii.
them as a b>>dy of m iral her 'es, aod we h«-r L.
pledge to them our hearty Mippor; aud &> op-
ration in iheir iabois.

Rtsolved That owing to the heavy butdeo
ofdi U! u; o usao-1 the poverty ol the p 4.. .,
we are unable to support our tn'oister* as
w>sh aod titey deserve, an J wiaie We t el pi>
touudiy giaicu to A:mtgnty Goi for the u j
we have received through the mis>i «oary «.>
ciety, yet we do earnestly pray »or uior«' >.Li
larcer appropiiatioDs fir the Viruii i.i w ric,
believing it to be of vital important--ty ,-u:
zi n.

Rtsolved That we believe the kagd>ais <,i
this w 'ria are to become th.. kii<guoms ul uur
L rd thr ugh the preaching 01 toe word id il
its puri'j; that the ccmrai i lea of enri-tiaui7
and of Methodism is holiness to the L rd; t it
iIns standard of clirtstiau lite aud purity ?«li iuij
i.cv r b lowered; we believe t the peculiar
mi>ei"n and province of the W. K. Church to
untold, explain and promulgate the ij> ura
ideas of entire cooperation of body, spirt! am
tub-i'ance, of purity of heart, aod holirj <-

.ite; that liere all true christian-* of every de¬
nomination may meet and the broad fourth
tioo be 1-iid for the convirsimof the world.
The Cooference then aJj »urned to meet to¬

day at 2:30 p. m.
W io-. thf Conference met a«aio this ilt-r-

no »u G C. Hound read a resolution iiiitru.-iiug
the delegate to the General Coiifreoce to
briny the su'-jc of compensation lorehuren
prep-cry destroy- d dur tog the warn'lore lt;u
body in >uco a manner as to s*'euro it.- el-
operation aud gain the attention of the gov¬
ernment.
Tne resolution was adopted, and Dr. W M.

Wriitht, ol Ohi Point Comfort, was elect-u
ueleeatc to the t General Cooftienee oo tLc
tilth b ;!lof, and G C RoUod. ait'mate.
The Contereaee then adjourned sue die.

Fairfax County Court.

[K p'»r'od tor the Alexandra G iz-tte

1'aikfax Couht House. Va., Fet». .4
187t»..The Coumy Couit for t;»i-c--uuiy.Ja
James daubster presiding, w v- benu 11 >n M<jii
Jay iast, at the u.«ual hour.
F vcd (ii c-is aii i other wri'iii.rv re¬

ceived 10 the CL-rk's otfioe, siuoo last C -urt,
wcie certified for rtcTiJ.

The speca: graud Jury -uiu:noued fur tLi?
Cuuit. with special reference lu (be ease ef
Liiehar.i K eue, e arii^ «i Aitii burr»;:.fcr the bara
rented by v\ . L). iJ-ivis, was called, :.i;an led,
charged by the C urs, and alter a protract'd
investigation, ana an < xaniiuation ul a i i s

witness--'?? heard before if.- ju-ticvs, as weii as

others, returned mil a .¦u oni, w:iereup<uiiir
prisoner was disc .urged, w;rd )1. li. W

esq., of counsel f. >r the pr«.s cufi->u, u^'ved
t :ai the prisoner be pui under bvtius t ke» p

l.jd peace, w!iich ujuiion the Conn oviuukd,
as the pii.-oner was already b-und uwr, io

wi ieh motijM-x .. ption-\v rv ttkenby coun¬

sel. Had : t i- cas-- came tu trirt: t e pri-uner
was to be d"t"iid 'd b^ (J»pt. \) 1^. *5 n" t, 'if

Aiexan '.ri;i. Mr W"ll» a-sis!mi{ the t oujiii'a-

w -litit's Attorney.
Ge<. Miller, indicted for h »r-* -t a in*. w«-

tn< d. .mod guilty, and sentenced to the pern
teouary tor teu years.

J. i". iieuuet account. £40 50. 'icaii*! tie.1

c untw. was ordered to be p«iu.
(J. W CI'HUjbliri was appointed Survey >r of

licads. in pi ee of A. J. l'avior.
>1. Du aiiv Hall w i.s ailnr ted a> an a11. rn. >'

of ih C u t.
J. (). Kerb) qualified as guardian «»f K. ".

tv- i b^
\V H Vv rt le v- H »ard of Sur-Tvi-m."

an appea uf»p :ii« su- aiued and . r«J ?r1
\V. li. Av.riile be atl.-w d tb< sum of i"-r
day foi his ^etvices. reudered ui;d<r an order
ot thif C';u: .

Alfred L ub v-. ii jard of Supervisors;
,ppeai; appeal sustained and ju Jeu»« n

costs, i; od tt.ai Ait red Leiirh hi* all vfrfsJ ;. r

day fur services rendered ut.d'-r the ord t of
tiiin Court.
Samuel Wells v.-. W. M. Holla la>; upon as

attacnujeni; dismissed at t..e cu.-t ol cne pla.tr
tiff. .

M. A. Walters vs. A < oe; case coett u i

aod mie against the Shenfi "I L mdeun CeUu')'
for tailiOi? to reiurn process.

Krroucuua asnessmeu' of (he P'a! e-' i''

l<'D^;Ci? tf> the hit- Henry DtiuK' itj' id lor t k

years IS74 and '75 w is corrected.
M II. Wells was-ub»!itufed,ru8:ceinp.ace

ol <3. Ij¦ ^uuioiers, in a deed from L. 11. ctjU
and wiftt. .

It ajipearin*; t> the Court tiiat tlie (l"g a

adopted at tfiO lat; eificti u by a ujjj r')
the votes cast, it JS ordered that tin <;
sionersof th».* It v- rue do list the do>;- i-j

respective distric *.

CoaiinissiootTs were aj poiot d io vu wa wa>

lur a pr posed change roao Kadit.t, J_r,liJ
Cemr. ville to the L ttle K.ver Turup.ke. I'n;
C mati-sieo«rs tua .<¦ a forthwith rc: r. ai

suru iions were awarded b> (»f laud owu-rs.

Wui. Ayres'acc u»i niriinst the c u

Coiiidt s-iooer of Oecoqu »? Br«d*te. -.¦>

ord 'rod t; b paid. .

G o. li. Wtliiams' account affair-t tf.;" ,UJ

riioijwealth, *7. w is ordered to o cernU-i.
Wuj. Ay. jr . 6hei.tr* aco»uui a^.i.-t tf«.

euu i<y. for serving o tices ""

uf 'K ads ol tiieir appoiutujenl. Wis a.lo *¦

and O'dered to b- paid. .
,

8. M Ftr.ug:. vs. h. fc. 13 -yutoo, up^n
sUL'»fes;iurj: juigujeiit tor plaiti'itr
John JacLn vs Geo. U.C

muved from Ju-.tice's Court; judgmeiii for

$20.10. '

It is now said tiiat t'i< husbands I th( j
wiio w-.'re l< ck- d up iu i* x s bar^T. 'oUi'

, iUJ.
don intend suing the proprietor 101

prisonuienr.
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